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Business Matchmaking Program Expanded

Feb 1, 2006 11:56 a.m.


WASHINGTON -- Plans for continuing the Business Matchmaking initiative for this year were announced earlier today by the The U.S. Small Business Administration, SCORE and HP. Business Matchmaking matches small businesses with buyers from the corporate sector as well as local, state and federal governments. Since its inception in 2003, Business Matchmaking has, through regional events held all across the country, generated more than 36,000 one-on-one appointments resulting in more than $37 million in contracting opportunities for small businesses, according to Hector V. Barreto, SBA administrator.

Four regional Business Matchmaking events are planned for 2006. The kickoff will take place Feb. 13 in Oakland, Calif., followed by events in Houston (Aug. 2), Philadelphia (Sept. 22) and Miami (Nov.16).

Also being launched today is a new feature to the initiative called the Business Matchmaking Online Network. This dynamic online resource will offer web-based educational tools including the Virtual Business Matchmaking Workshop, monthly "Webinars" featuring procurement and supplier diversity experts, access to important downloads of articles and links to helpful resources.

"Business Matchmaking has been a tremendous success over the past three years, and I am very pleased to see the initiative continue to grow in 2006," Barreto said.

Visit the new Online Network: www.businessmatchmaking.com



